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Minutes for Public Information Meeting 

 

SUBJECT:  Public Information Meeting – East Lyme, CT                           

 

DATE OF MEETING:  May 21, 2012 

 

BRIDGE: 
 

Bridge No. Project No. Town Route Location P.E. Project No. 

00249 44-152 East Lyme Society Road  I-95 170-2811 

 

LOCATION OF MEETING: Town Hall – Niantic, CT 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

 

NAME REPRESENTING  

Mike Giannattasio Director of Public Works - East Lyme  

Joseph Scalise Consultant Bridge Design – ConnDOT    

Lou Bacho Consultant Bridge Design – ConnDOT   

Carl Nelson District 2 – ConnDOT     

Derrick Ireland Rights-of-Way – ConnDOT 

Timothy Ryan BL Companies      

Donald Costello BL Companies      

Sara Bastos BL Companies      

 

Five East Lyme residents were in attendance. 

    

   

TRANSACTIONS AND DETERMINATIONS: 

 

The meeting opened with a brief introduction followed by the design presentation.  After the 

presentation, the meeting was opened to questions and comments.  The following is a summary 

of the presentation and comments. 

 

This project involves the total replacement of Bridge No. 00249 over I-95 with major roadway 

approach work.  The existing two-span bridge is located on Society Road between the 

Interchange 73 northbound and southbound ramps in the town of East Lyme. The bridge is 

structurally deficient due to the serious condition of the substructure and is functionally obsolete 

due to inadequate vertical underclearance and structure condition. 

 

The existing roadway consists of two 15-foot travel lanes on both approaches to the bridge.  The 

roadway widens in the vicinity of the bridge to match the existing bridge width of 40-feet.  The 

existing structure is on a tangential alignment within a horizontal broken-back curve.  The 
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existing roadway is superelevated across the bridge and on the two approach curves.   The 

existing span is approximately 123-feet.  

 

The proposed bridge replacement will require approximately 1,200-feet of roadway approach 

work with construction limits extending 550-feet west of the structure and 650-feet east of the 

structure. The proposed alignment is shifted approximately 90-feet south of the existing bridge to 

maintain bi-directional traffic on Society Road during construction. The proposed roadway width 

is 30-feet with two 15-foot travel lanes that vary to meet the proposed bridge width of 36-feet.  

 

The new bridge will accommodate the future widening of I-95, as depicted in the “I-95 Corridor 

Feasibility Study, Branford to Rhode Island”. The new bridge will be raised approximately 4-feet 

to accommodate the increased span length and meet the minimum vertical clearance requirement 

of 16’-3”.   

 

The residents in attendance voiced concern over the safety of the Exit 73 (Society Road) ramp 

onto West Society Road. The residents felt the skid marks at the intersection and knocked over 

traffic signs are evidence of a poor sight line coming off the exit ramp. A representative from 

ConnDOT stated that if safety on the ramp is an issue, the Department would be willing to study 

it further. As for the Town road, the Department would be willing to make a recommendation to 

the Town on ways to improve driver safety. 

  

A resident wanted to know the time of year the traffic counts were taken. A representative from 

BL Companies stated that the traffic counts were taken from the 2011 Inspection Report. The 

time of year was not known.   

 

A resident questioned if the 1-year of construction included the building of the proposed bridge 

and the removal of the existing bridge. A representative from BL Companies stated that the 1-

year construction time included both the construction of the proposed bridge and the demolition 

of the existing. 

 

The residents questioned what the proposed work hours would be. A representative from 

ConnDOT stated that construction would be a mix of daytime and nighttime work. Any work 

along I-95 would be done at night due to the high traffic volumes throughout the day. He also 

stated that once the geotechnical report is completed, the Department would have a better 

understanding of rock type and a means for excavation.   

 

The residents requested another public information meeting be held during the final design of the 

project. A representative from ConnDOT let the residents know that the Department will come 

back out to meet with any concerned residents. Contact information was made available for Mr. 

Joseph Scalise of ConnDOT and for Mr. Timothy Ryan from BL Companies. Residents were told 

that communication with the Department and/or BL Companies is encouraged. 

 

A resident asked what materials the proposed structure would be constructed from and if the 

contractor is known. A representative from BL Companies explained that the proposed bridge 
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would be constructed of steel and concrete. A representative from ConnDOT explained the 

“bidding” process to the residents. 

 

A resident asked whether or not State approval would be needed to fill the wetlands. A 

representative from BL Companies stated that DEEP approval would be warranted to fill any 

wetlands. 

 

 


